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Take the time to read through this instruction manual.
Familiarity with installation and operation procedures
will help you obtain the best performance from your new
electronic graphic equalizer.

For your records ,

Record the serjal number, found on the back of the unit, in
the spaces designated on the warranty card, and in the space
provided below. Refer to the model and serial numbers
whenever you call upon your KENWOOD dealer for
information or service oh the product.

Model KGC-7043 Serial number

©PRINTED IN JAPAN B64-0511-00 (K) (MC)
95/121110987654321 94/121110987654321
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Safety precautions

[AWARNING]|

Take the following precautions to
prevent fire and avoid personal injury :

* \When extending the battery cable or
ground cable, use 0.75mm? (AWG18) or
larger automotive grade cable to avoid
cable deterioration or damage to the
covering.

e Check that no metal objects (coins,
tools, etc.) are left inside the unit to
avoid short circuits.

¢ |f you smell or see smoke, turn the
power off immediately and consult your
Kenwood dealer.

[ACAUTION]|

Take the following precautions to keep
the unit in proper working order.

* Be sure the unit is connected toa 12V
DC power supply with a negative ground
connection.

* Do not open the top or bottom cover,

¢ Do not install the unit in places it is
exposed to direct sunlight, high heat or
humidity, water may splash over it, or
dust exists.

¢ [f you need to replace the fuse, make
sure the new fuse is of the same type
and rating. Using a fuse of a different
type of rating may damage your unit.
The fuse rating is normally shown on the
fuse and fuse box.

* |f you have difficulty in installing this unit
in your vehicle, contact your Kenwaood
dealer.

* [f it doesn’t seem to be working
properly, first press the Reset button,
If the malfunction persists, consult your
Kenwood dealer,

o~ ==
=

Reset button

Cleaning the unit

« |f the front panel is dirty, wipe it clean
with a silicon cloth or soft dry cloth with
the power off.

[ACAUTION]

Do not use hard cloths or paint thinner,
alcohol, or other volatile solvents. These
may damage external surfaces or
remove indicator characters.

English 3

asn alojag




Features

»Equalizer Adjustment
Page 5
You can adjust the sound level to suit
your preference among 11 frequencies:
60 Hz, 120 Hz, 250 Hz, 380 Hz, 500 Hz,
750 Hz, 1 kHz, 2 kHz, 4 kHz, 8 kHz, and
16 kHz.

Before use

» KBS

{Kenwood Built-in Sound)
Page 6

Four types of {oudness levels and
equalizer curves for rock, disco, vocal,
and flat music genre have been preset.
You cancall up an equalizer curve for
each genre at the touch of a button.

»Switching between Display
Patterns
Page 8
You can switch between six different
display patterns in order to monitor the
sound level visually.

» Demonstration
Page 10
Demonstrates the equalizer functions.
You can see how the sound quality
changes with a change in frequency, as
well as the effects of the equalizer.

4 English

.
»Equalizer Curve Memory

Page 11

You can store four types of adjusted
equalizer curves in memory, and can
call up an original equalizer curve at the
touch of a button.

»Fader Adjustment

Page 12
Allows you to adjust the balance of
front and rear speakers.

» Subwoofer Output

Page 13

You can install a subwoofer in addition
to front and rear speakers, as well as
independently adjust the subwoofer
output level.

» High-pass Filter

Page 16

When the high-pass filter is turned on,
the low-frequency range of the front
and rear output is cut off. Since the
high-pass filter reduces the frequency
ranges overlapped with the subwoofer,
you can attain frequency characteristics
with including minimal peaks or dips.

» Selectable illumination

Page 17
Allows the illuminated color to be
switched between green and orange.
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To select a band for adjustment
Press the < side or > side of the
BAND button.

Each time you press the < side of the
button, the band shifts to the left
(lower frequencies), while each time
you press the > side, the band shifts
to the right (higher frequencies).

_1250.

0 120 350 390 300 730 1k 2% 4i Bk 16k

The band that can be adjusted blinks
for 5 seconds.

Equalizer adjusting point

2

To increase the [evel

Press the A\ side of the LEVEL .
button while the band indicator is
blinking.

The level indicator goes up.

_===1 = _

Tl e

Go 120 2%0 380 800 780 1K Gk dx @k 16k

The level can be adjusted up to +12
dB.

To decrease the level

Press the v side of the LEVEL
button while the band indicator is
blinking.

The level indicator goes down.

.

The level can be adjusted down to -12
dB.

English B

suonetsdQ



Operations

KBS (Kenwood Built-in Sound)

1

k©.u

KENWOOD srspmc cousuzen  KGC-7043

L gl TF

To switch between KBS1 and

KBS2

Press the KBS/HI.LO button.

Each time you press the button, the
function changes from KBS1 to KBS2
to OFF.

~. ="
L

{
{

80 120 380 300 300 JSO 1k Bk & B 1Bk

KBS 1 ON

’ . R

B0 120 250 380 80D 75C ™ 2k 4 & 1

KBS 2 ON

When KBS1 or KBS2 is ON, the
respective KBS indicator lights.

Initially, KBS1 is turned on.

6 English

To select an equalizer curve
presetin KBS1 or KBS2

Select an equalizer curve shown on
the facing page, and press any one
of buttons 1 to 4.

The selected curve is set and

" displayed, and the sound quality is

changed accordingly.



Equalizer curves preset in KBS1

There are four patterns: LOUD1
to LOUD4. The bass is
emphasized and music is well
modulated. They are particularly
effective when listening to music
at low volume.

Switch 1.....LOUD1 (L { )

Equalizer curves preset in KBS2

There are four patterns: ROCK,
DISCO, VOCAL, and FLAT.
Select the one that is suitable to
the type of music you listen to in
order to gain the best results.

Switch 1...ROCK{ * )
Emphasizes the sound of cymbals
and percussion.

Switch 2....DISCO ( 4 )
Emphasizes the bass and better
modulates the rhythm and vocal.

Switch 3....VOCAL ( 4 )
Emphasizes the middle range and
reproduces the vocal clearly.

Switch 4....FLAT{ F )
Flattens the level without using
equalizer effects so as tc emit
natural sound.

2
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Operations

Switching between Display Patterns

1
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To switch between display
patterns

Press the EQANA/DEMO button.
Each time you press the button, the
display pattern changes among 1 to
8. (See page 9.}

8 English
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To change the display level
Hold down the KBS/HI.LO button
for more than a second.

The display level is switched to HIGH
or LOW.

If you set it to HIGH, the HIGH

indicator lights, whereas if you set it
to LOW, the HIGH indicator goes off.

. . o™

80 120 250 300 300 88 I 2k 4k fx 18k

The level is initially set to HIGH.



[i] Equalizer curve display
The adjusted equalizer curve is
displayed.

{21 Peak hold spectrum analyzer
The spectrum analyzer uses peak
hold function to display the level of
each band.

=

{3] Combination display of spectrum
analyzer and graphic equalizer
curves .

An equalizer curve is shown on the
upper half of the display.
-t

l-!§5§§§§--

89 150 380 380 00 MO w wx _4v mi_am

A spectrum analyzer curve is shown
on the lower half.

Initial state of display
Scan display (SCN) described in item [6]
is initially displayed.

(4] Aurora
An auroral waveform curve is
displayed.

RS
[ EER R, a0

4
WG 130 K8 380 89 790 n % 4k mx Tek

[B] Twin display )
A spectrum analyzer curve appears
on both the upper and lower
sections of the display.

-ty

%o 13c #50 380 BOO 7SO M & ek 18k

[6] Scan display
Displays [1] to [6] are automatically
shown in succession for about 5
seconds each.
{1 lights at the right side during
scan display.

L ‘:@
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Operations

Demonstration

To start the demonstration
Hold down the EQANA/DEMO
button for more than a second.
The d indicator blinks, a melody

83 120 260 380 500 780 1k 2k 4k Gk ek

Demonstration curves are displayed
in succession. As one curve changes
to another, the sound quality
changes.

\ 1
ois) [ =)
4 t
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sounds, and the demonstration starts.

For fast-rewind or fast-forward
demonstration

Press the < side or > side of the
BAND button.

You can perform a fast-rewind
demonstration by holding down the <
side, and a fast-forward ons by
holding down the > side.

To cancel
the demonstration

Press the EQANA/DEMO button.
The dernonstration mode is canceled
and the unit returns to the narmal
mode.



Equalizer Curve Memory

suoneiadQ

To adjust the sound quality to

your preference
See page 5 for the adjustment
procedure.

To store an equalizer curve in
memory

Hold down any one of buttons 1 to
4 for more than 2 seconds.

The adjusted equalizer curve will be
stored in memory.

= :
1| = =
° 80 120 250 360 %00 750 WA/ 4 W %k -

NOTE

Up to 4 equalizer curves can be
stored in memory.

To recall an equalizer curve
from memory

Press any one of buttons 1 to 4.
The equalizer curve stored by the
respective button number (1 to 4} will
be recalled.

2

— = = H
= - =
50 120 280 080 800 780 1k _aw  ak _ #x 18k oo

The number (1 to 4) of the pressed
button is displayed.

If KBS is ON (the KBS indicator is on),
you cannot recall any preset equalizer
curves. Turn KBS off as described on
page 6 before you recall an equalizer
curve.
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Operations

To release the FADER/SUB.W
controller dial

Press the FADER/SUB.W controller.
The FADER/SUB.W controller
projects outward.

12 English

Tao emphasize the sound from
the front side

Turn the FADER/SUB.W controller
counterclockwise.

The front sound will be emphasized.

To emphasize the sound from
the rear side

Turn the FADER/SUB.W controller
clockwise.

The rear sound will be emphasized.

NOTE
Press the FADER/SUB.W controller back

in after completing fader adjustment so as
to prevent interference with operations.
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To release the FADER/SUB.W
contraller dial

Press the FADER/SUB.W controller.

The FADER/SUB.W controller
projects out.

To pull out the FADER/SUB.W

controller
Pull the FADER/SUB.W controller
until it stops.

To increase the subwoofer
volume

Turn the FADER/SUB.W controller
clockwise.

The subwoofer volume will increase.
It can be adjusted up to +10 dB.

To decrease the subwoofer
volume

Turn the FADER/SUB.W controller
counterclockwise.

The subwoofer volume will decrease.

NOTE

Press the FADER/SUB.W controiler back
in after completing subwoofer level
adjustment to prevent interference with

operations.

English 13
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Installation

Accessories

Wiring harness

Part name External view NuiitI:al;?sr of
Panel flame 1
Bracket 2
ma:?(esr) assembly screw @m 4
aeslfxtgg;aing screw @ 4
1
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Installation procedure

—_

.Remove the ignition key and disconnect
the negative (-} terminal of the battery to

prevent short circuits.

2.Connect the input and output cables of
the units.

3.Connect the ground cable and battery
cable of the wiring harness in the order
listed.

4. Connect the wiring harness connectors
to the unit.

5.Install the unit in the car.

6. Connect the negative {-) terminal of the
battery.

7.Press the Reset button.

|ACAUTION|

* |f the fuse blows, check cables for
shorts, then replace the fuse with one of
the same rating.

* Check that no unconnected cables or
connectors are touching the car body.
Do not remove caps from unconnected
cables or connectors to prevent short
circuits.

» After installation, check that the brake
lamps, winkers, and wipers work
properly.

English 15
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How to use the high-pass filter

The unit contains a high-pass filter each for both front and rear output. If you connect a
subwoofer, turn the filter on to cut off the low-frequency range of the front and rear

output. Press the high-pass filter button with the tip of a pen.

MIf you connect a subwoofer
Press the high-pass filter button to turn the filter on.
Frequencies lower than 80 Hz are cut off from both the front and rear output. Since
the high-pass filter reduces the frequency ranges overlapped with the subwoofer,
you can attain frequency characteristics including few peaks or dips.

Installation

» Hi-pass filter ON

HIf you do not connect a subwoofer
Press the high-pass filter button to turn the filter off.
A full range of sounds is output from Front Output and Rear Output,

= Hi-pass filter OFF

16 English



Connections

NOTE

If you connect an illumination cable or a power control cable, first
remove the insulating cover from the end.

Subwoofer output
(White)

Subwoofer output

Leftinput
(White)y

“ﬂ]aﬂ Front left output (White}
thht mpu
\g;ﬂ / Front right output (Red}

i KGC-7043
0 o000 0N Rearleft output (White) NOTE

,g ||I m II] If the RCA extension cable {optional) is provided
lal Rear right output {Red) with a GND wire, then fix it into the threaded
@Ie for GND on the rear of the main unit. /

Rear left
speaker

Power amplifier
(Sold separately)

|

Power amplifier
{Sold separately)

|

Power amplifier
(Scld separately)

Rear right
speaker

speaker

Front right
speaker

e
g
__j_[[] Front feft
-

Subwaoofer

-
g

:/Xiring harn)ess
CCessory| =(|D Ignition key
@ switch

ACC
— I\ o \0‘
EE: Battery cable {Yellow) — N

Car fuse box I

Car fuse box
(Main fuse)

Ground cable {Black) © (To car chassis)

lllumination cable (Orange/White) Banery

- 'I RLUMI
NOTE!| "hen you connect the illumination cable to the
ground, you can change the illuminated color from

green tc orange.

Power control cable (Blue/White) /

= Power control input |

Cassette receiver
etc.(Sold separately)

English 17
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Installation

Before installation, select a location in which the unit can be operated safely and easily.
un

i i it b i+
Use only the accessories supplied with the unit.

Installation

Dash board

Washer assembly screw
(M4 x 8) (Accessories)

Bracket
(Accessories)

Panel flame
(Accessories)

Self-tapping screw
(¢ 5 x 20) (Accessories)

18 English



Troubleshooting guide

Often, what appears to be a malfunction is due to user error. Before calling for

service please consult the following table. §|
c
=2
Symptom Cause Remedy g
The power is not turned on.  The connected center unit is not Turn the center unit on, =
tumed on. 8
The wiring harness fuse blows. Check cables for shorts, then replace pm
the fuse with one of with the same =
rating {shown on the case). [{e]
No sound. The input foutput cable or wiring Connect the input/output cable or wiring %
harness is connected incorrectly. harness correctly. See "Connections” —1
{Page 17). 8_
= The preout fader controller of the Set the controller to the center,
center unit is not set at the center.
The front or rear speaker The fader is set to one side. Adjust the fader.
does not cutput sound.
The display tums on, but ail The microcomputer malfunctions. Press the Reset button on the front
buttons are disabled. panel.
The 16kHz indicator of the In particular, the indicator may not If it lights when you play a compact
spectrum analyzer dees not light for a cassette tape because the disc, there is no problem.
light. 16kHz level of the source is low.
Hiss noise is generated. The graphic equalizer level is too Set the graphic equalizer level to a
high. correct level.
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Specifications subject to change without notice.

c Equalizer section
[e] Equalizer center frequencies .........cccoovvveciicececcerenenn. B0Hz, 120Hz, 250Hz, 380Hz,
= 500Hz, 750Hz, 1kHz, 2kHz,
8 4kHz, 8kHz, 16kHz
= EQUaliZer range ...........ccoovvieiiieeeeceeeee e -12 ~ +12dB
) Subwoofer Cut-off Frequenty ....ccovuiiveeeeeeeceeereeenn. 80Hz
o Subwoofer QUIPUL GaiN.......c..ovveeiieeceee e -0 ~ +10dB
& Subwoofer CUtOff SIOPe ..........ocevccoeceersoorseeren 12dB / oct.

Hi-pass Filter Cut-off Frequency ....oovivcuieeceeceereenn 80 Hz

Hi-pass Filter Cut-off SIOPE .o.vvvvvviveesiiiieiecee e 12dB / oct.

Audio section

INPUT IMPEUANCE ...t eae e e

Output Impedance ...............

?i'g_:lnal to Noise Ratio..........

Frequency Responce (-3dB)

AN e aen .
General

Operating Voltage. ....oo..eceeeecveeeeeeee e eeeetee e 144V (11 ~18V)

Current CONSUMPLION ........oveieiieitei e aeee e 05A

Dimensions (W X H X D)...o.ovvearce i 7-1/16 x 1-15/16 x 6-5/16 in.

WBIGNT. .ttt et et eenesaae e 1.0 kg (2.25 Ib)
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